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FIRST OUTDOOR SERVICE FOR 
POTTER’S HOUSE
O

n Sunday, September 13th, the combined congregations of Potter’s House had their first outdoor service at Prospect Park in the foothills near Golden Colorado.  The mix of the combined gathering made me feel like tearing up.  There were young and old, black and white, Latino and Asian.  And they were all praising God in the oneness of His Spirit.

The format of that event was targeted to express the organic nature of our local ministry model.  By this I mean that each local neighborhood organ participated together as the organism.  We had participation from the different groups mixed with the combined celebration.  A leader from each congregation taught briefly from the Word, and the band from each congregation led songs.  This was followed by all the individual bands coming together as one and leading us in more praise and worship.  It was a very precious event.
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HARRY’S NEW ROLE WITH POTTER’S HOUSE

S

ince September first of this year, I have become the lead Church Planter in Potters House.  Paul Fischer, our recruited planter and former lead pastor, is being moved to second position on staff.   He will still be called a Co-Pastor with me.  This change has come about because Paul is so far behind in his missionary support raising.  He desperately needs extra time to work on raising his personal support in order to be fully funded.  It is still our intent for him to ultimately be the pastor of Potter’s House when the funding is adequate.  The Potter’s House model of church planting is working very well and now requires someone who can devote more time to it in order for it to continue moving forward.  Potter’s House plays a very important role in our being able to have a tangible successful model to “show and tell” our current and future church planters and pastors.  We KNOW that God will use this model in other locations around the Rocky Mountain Region and beyond.  

I will be in this capacity for about 2 more years I imagine.  The Lord willing, by then we will have roughly a dozen groups which we call “Self Contained Spiritual Communities”.  In this role of Lead Church Planter, however, I will not be drawing a salary from Potter’s House.  Although I expect that at some point this new church will pick up some of our missionary support.  This expanded role in no way diminishes my other responsibilities of overseeing church planting in the Rockies. Each of these groups will contribute a third or more of their offerings to Potter’s House.  With this many groups contributing this should easily give Paul Fischer a full income. 

CAROL’S ROLE (IN HER OWN WORDS)

N

ever could I imagine that ministering to children in our church plants would mean ministering to such broken little people.  They do not have the “Sunday School” background that we have come to feel comfortable with.  There isn’t time here to go in to details about the lives all these children but I can tell you this…CHILDREN NEED THE LORD…more than ever.  Some come from homes where demonic involvement is present.  There is a 5th grader who is already “cutting”…and most of whom have no concept of how much God loves them.  You and I can sing “Jesus loves me this I know…But they DON’T know!  My heart aches for them.  It is my joy to be teaching these children.  I tear up just thinking of the privilege yet great responsibility we have to minister to so many young lives every week.  Many have since made first time professions of faith…and it is evidenced by changes they display.  Right now, between Potter’s House and the Kid’s club we have just started through Living Oaks (mentioned below), I am ministering to anywhere between 30 to 40 kids a week and this number will be increasing.   When these children accept Christ into their lives it gives them a better chance of facing their “giants” in their broken worlds.  I pray for them, as I ask you to do, that God will become REAL and TANGIBLE to each one of them.
NINE MONTH STATISTICAL REVIEW

P

robably the easiest way to show how well the Potters House Church Plant is doing is to show a comparison of attendance along side of the numbers for the average church plant in the US.  (Keep in mind these national averages are skewed upward by the church plants of mega churches that tend to begin with 750 to 1500 people on their first Sunday).  

The average church plant in the USA, after one year, is 40.  After 2 years it is 55.  After 3 years, attendance is 75, and then after 4 years it is an average attendance of 80 men, women, and children.  Right now, between all the groups, Potters House, after 9 months, has roughly 70 to 80 in attendance… and had 55 in attendance at our most recent combined monthly service.  As of now the Lord has blessed us with 42 professions of Faith… 7 adults… 5 youth…and over 30 children. We are working on the logistics for a combined baptism for all of the Self Contained Spiritual Communities.

FUTURE PROJECTIONS FOR PRAYER

A
s of right now Potter’s House consists of three main groups (Self Contained Spiritual Communities or SCSC) each in a different place in their development:  

The largest and most well developed group is the one that still meets in our home called “Living Oaks”.  

The next is the young adult congregation called “Church with Attitude”.  

The most recent group is In Boulder Colorado and is as yet un-named.  

Each congregation or SCSC has their own outreach beside their other ministries.  We will tell you more about these in time.  For now: 

·  If you will PRAY with us for an outreach relating to the Living Oaks congregation that began Sunday October 4th.    It is a weekly kids’ outreach called the “Can Do Club”, meeting every Sunday in the club house of this 324 unit condominium development.  

· In addition to this, all three congregations are doing a food outreach ministry called 
“Angel Food”.  PRAY as we touch lives in this way and establish intentional relationships.

· Please PRAY for the goal of adding one more fledgling congregation (Self Contained Spiritual Community) by the end of this calendar year… and another by next summer.  It is our further more long-term goal to have 10 to 12 groups (SCSC) by December 2011.  This many groups will result in about 125 to 175 adults in Potter’s House Church.
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There is one more crucial possibility to PRAY with us about.  There is a chance that Potter’s House could be in its own permanent building by the first of next year.  If this comes to fruition it will be a real blessing.  In our 9 monthly meetings so far (always on the second Sunday of the month) because of having to work around other groups and churches, we have been in 5 different venues at 4 different times.  Having our own permanent place, with a consistent time, would be “simply marvelous”.

· The changes in the US economy have affected our support just as it has affected the income of most missionaries, Christian organizations, churches, and families around the country.  Carol is currently teaching the story of the Life of Amy Carmichael.   Amy believed that “it is enough to ask ONLY our heavenly Father for the money to do His work”.  This was the lesson Carol was preparing to teach on the very day we got word that $250.00 a month of our support was going to be dropped due to these economic times.  Amy’s faith is a good reminder for all of us…that “it is enough to ONLY ask our Heavenly Father”.  Please PRAY with us to our Heavenly Father, that He will provide this new shortfall, as well as the additional support we still need to be 100% supported. 
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Harry and Carol’s Personal Address:


2173 S. Ouray St.  Aurora, CO. 80013


303-710-1063





Personal Address for Harry and Carol until Dec. 31st:     2173 S. Ouray St.   Aurora, CO  80013   303-710-1063





Missions Door


2530 Washington St.


Denver, CO  80205


303-308-1818


Please send any gifts to this address














