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Beautiful city of Denver
Dear Praying Partners,                                     
In Denver, as we have explained before, we have developed and now have tested a church planting model for strategic use where God leads us to target a whole city or even a cluster of towns.  I have referred to this model as the "Matrix Church Birthing Model" designed for planting a "pregnant mother church".  In the letter sent out in October I explained quite a bit about it, but now we understand it even more and have further positive results.  Soma Christou Communities is what we have named the new Matrix Church Plant serving in the Denver Metroplex.  In the Greek this means, Body of Christ Communities.  Formerly we had incorporated this model locally as “Potters House”, but due to dynamics out of our control, it became quite urgent that we move away from this name immediately as of February this year.  We felt that doing a name change now would be better than waiting till we are much larger with congregations all around the greater Denver area.

Soma Christou Communities has been defined as "One church plant beginning multiple congregations throughout the neighborhoods of the Denver Metroplex".  After a little more than a year Soma Christou has 3 separate communities and one affiliate community serving over 80 people a week in a fifty mile radius.  Within these combined communities, or congregations, we have seen upwards of twenty professions of saving faith within the past 10 months.  In addition to these we have seen about the same number of professions through other outreaches led by folks within these communities in their various different neighborhoods.  Just this last week a fourteen year old boy and a ten year old boy first confessed Christ as Savior in one of our congregations, while fifty miles across the city, a mother of four received Christ as savior in another one of our congregations.  The beauty of this is that, outside of the ten year old who came to Christ through Carol's ministry, the other two were led to Christ by lay leaders.  In addition to this, three of the four groups had visitors that are likely to stay and to become a regular part of their neighborhood group.  The church (in this instance being Soma Christou) is a combination of these multiple neighborhood congregations made up of all ages including black, white, Latino, and Asians coming together as one church (now quarterly rather than monthly as previously reported). 

Paul Fischer (the associate co-church planter of Soma Christou Communities) and I, each over see two neighborhood congregations a week.  We are preparing and training leadership in each of these groups for the purpose of these trained leaders being able to then lead their own congregation in the future.  Leaders of each group meet together on Thursday nights for prayer, leadership training, and message preparation.  The intent is that all of Soma Christou communities move forward as one until the day that each of them is ready to stand alone and reproduce themselves from out of their neighborhood as a matrix church.

· This church planting model allows one theologically trained planter or a small planting team to plant multiple churches almost simultaneously and continuously.  

· This model of planting allows for the equipping of lay people to lead in the early stages of their church plant until their own manpower and funding is sufficient to enable them to stand alone and to call their own full time planter-pastor to lead them into the future. 

· This model is heavy on leadership training and mentoring.  

· This model has a very low overhead using only one rented or borrowed church building monthly or quarterly with most of the rest of the ministry beginning weekly in homes.  Soma Christou has been blessed with the free use of Clear Creek Church in Wheat Ridge, CO. for both office space, as well as a meeting place for our combined services, and is the home for our newest congregation called “Church with Attitude”, a congregation targeting young adults with a median age of 26.

· This model of church planting uses combined resources to pay one planter, and to pay for one occasional facility.

· This model uses initiative and innovations from different people in the various neighborhood congregations coming together and spear heading special ministries, out reaches, and events as one full functioning church.

The Lord willing, I have plans to use this type of Matrix church Plant in several smaller cities in the Rockies during the next couple of years.  These Cities are specifically, but not exclusively, Colorado Springs, Grand Junction, Saint George Utah, at least 5 cities in Montana with Butte being targeted first, and Cheyenne Wyoming.  I am also trying to find just the right church planter to begin this model in the greater Salt Lake City area of Utah known as the Wasatch Front.  I believe that twenty first century dynamics, guided by Biblical principles, has led to this type of planting approach.  We now know for sure that it works here in the Front Range of Colorado and we are ready to try it elsewhere as the Lord provides us man power and funding.

Passion Week of Easter this year will find us involved in much outreach and specific evangelism all over the area.  Please continue to pray for us as we continue to pray for you.
We also never want to forget to say THANK YOU.  So many of you faithfully pray for this ministry and many of you give financially as well.  It sounds trite but it is true…we could NOT do any of this without you.  What a joy it is to see both children and adults enter this Easter Season with eyes open for the first time to the reality of a living God now living in their heart.  You are a part of why this is happening.   
Because He is Alive…
Harry and Carol
