WE’RE BLESSED, AND STUCK, WITH EACH OTHER    By Bob Rasmussen

Reflecting back, I think I have occasionally said, "The Church is supposed to act like the body of Christ," or, "An analogy for the Church is the body."  I now realize that is terrible doctrine. Heretical.
Here's why. The Church is not like a body, it is a body--the body of Christ. Hear Paul, "Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually" (1 Cor 12:27). And again, "There is one body and one Spirit" (Eph 4:4). We who believe and follow Christ are not likened to a body; we are a body.

That means at least two things. One, each of us, and all of us together, are inseparable from Christ. Two, each of us, and all of us together, are inseparable from each other. We are not separate, distantly-related body parts. We are one body, interconnected and interdependent on Christ and each other for our very life.

That means we are blessed to have each other. We get to know one another, serve one another, and enjoy one another. But here's the flip side--we're also stuck with each other. We must deal with each other's stuff.

Wealthier believers are not independent from poorer believers. We are mistaken if they imagine otherwise. We are inseparable, blessed by each other, stuck with each other. European-American believers are not independent from African-American believers, nor Hispanic-American believers, nor Korean-American believers. None are independent from Cambodian or Nigerian or Mexican immigrant believers, nor are these new arrivals independent of believers long-established. These ethnic groups, all of them, are inseparable from Christ and therefore inseparable from one another--not just in eternity but now, today, this minute.

We are one body, not by analogy, but in reality. We are blessed by each other. We are stuck with each other.

I could go on to detail every category by which believers could be classified--male and female, older and younger, conservative and liberal, educated and non-educated. Baptist believers need Presbyterian believers, who need charismatic believers, who need Episcopalian believers. 

And here's one that may stretch you: We believers who enjoy legal status in our country are inseparably connected to believers who do not. We are not independent from them, and they are not independent from us. We are blessed with each other, and stuck with each other. We are obligated to find a way to think of them and act toward them as fellow members of the same body--to work out our inseparability with humility.

No wonder the Church has quietly chosen separation for decades! Ministry is difficult enough without being stuck with believers who bother and confound us. We reason, "They want to be by themselves. We want to be by ourselves, so why run against what is natural. After all, God instituted cultures didn't He?"

But where, we must ask, is the reality of one body in Christ. What evidence can we produce that Jesus broke the wall that divides? Where is our proof that Christ alone provides grace to overcome society's prejudices? Where is the miracle of the body of Christ? The opportunity awaits us, at those places we are stuck with each other.
